
Year of the Horse Information 

2026: Year of the Horse 
Exploring the Symbolism and Cultural Significance of the Horse 

Introduction: 

2026 marks the Year of the Horse in the Chinese zodiac, a sign celebrated for its 
energy, freedom, and unwavering spirit. In Chinese culture, the Horse symbolizes 
independence, perseverance, and a strong sense of adventure. This exhibition will 
explore the dynamic cultural and astrological roots of the Horse, inviting artists to 
present creative interpretations of this powerful and inspiring figure. 

Astrological Meaning of the Horse: 

The Horse is the seventh sign in the Chinese zodiac and in 2026, it is associated 
with the Fire element. The Fire Horse embodies charisma, ambition, and boldness. 
Horses are known for their hard work, resilience, and desire to charge forward, 
making themes of motion, progress, and personal strength central to this year’s 
exhibition. 

The Lunar New Year will begin on February 17, 2026, marking the start of the 
Horse’s reign. 

Understanding the Lunar New Year Tradition: 

Lunar New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is celebrated throughout many 
Asian cultures as a time for renewal, celebration, and honoring heritage. The Horse 
plays an important role in these festivities, symbolizing new journeys, personal 
breakthroughs, and the pursuit of goals with confidence and passion. 

Global Celebration of the Lunar New Year: 

From China to Vietnam, Korea, and across the world, the Lunar New Year brings 
communities together. The Horse, widely admired for its speed and stamina, is 
viewed as a symbol of optimism and unstoppable momentum. This exhibition 
invites artists to reflect on these universal qualities and how they apply to 
contemporary life and identity. 

Horse in Mythology: 

The Horse appears throughout global mythologies as a loyal companion, a heroic 
steed, and a symbol of the untamed spirit of nature. In Chinese culture, it 
represents talent, intelligence, and joy. In Western traditions, it often stands for 
freedom, war, or nobility. Artists are encouraged to explore and juxtapose these 
interpretations, shedding light on the Horse’s role across time and tradition. 



Exhibition Criteria for Artists: 

1. Originality and Craftsmanship

Submitted works should reflect originality, technical excellence, and thoughtful 
interpretation. Artworks must clearly connect to the Horse’s cultural and symbolic 
significance. 

2. Cultural Context

Artists are encouraged to honor and incorporate traditions associated with Lunar 
New Year celebrations in countries that recognize the Horse in their zodiac 
systems. 

3. Size and Format

There is no size limitation. Sculptures must be self-supporting. Two-dimensional 
works should be framed or accompanied by clear display instructions. 

4. Art Mediums Accepted

All visual art media are welcome. Video and sound pieces will be considered with 
specific display requirements. Artists must show proficiency in their chosen 
medium. 

5. Avoiding Clichés

Artists should move beyond overused or generic imagery. This exhibition 
prioritizes fresh, creative, and culturally informed interpretations of the Horse and 
its broader meanings. 



Ailene Pasco was born in Imus Cavite, 
Philippines in the early 80s and raised in the 
Bay Area of California since 1992. She was 
adopted by her paternal grandparents for the 
purpose of giving her a better future in North 
America. Her grandmother is a dressmaker 
who taught her how to work with her hands, 
introduced her to fiber art, showed her how 
to run a business, and instilled in her great 
work ethics. Her grandfather taught her to 
appreciate music and art, a passion for 
photography, how to use curiosity to solve 
problems, and respect nature at a young age. 
After living as an American since she was 8 
years old, she was culture-shocked when she 
was sent back to the Philippines to finish high 
school. From her experiences as a 
“balikbayan,” her curiosity for the Philippine 

culture grew. This led her to her continuous research of the Philippine history. Her findings 
are reflected often in her art. She is a mother of three kids whom she has homeschooled 
since 2014. Her kids inspired her to open her business named after them, Ozzy Olly and 
Ox, offering design services and creation of custom textile-based works ranging from fine 
art to merchandise. Ailene started her art journey at the College of Southern Nevada 
earning two AAs and received her BA in sculpture with a minor in art history at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas August of 2019. Her work has been shown throughout 
Clark County, both in formal galleries and as public art installations. Ailene is a passionate 
advocate for public art and uses her pieces to raise awareness of pressing issues such as 
conservation of nature, animal and human rights. Ailene is a Public Art Project Coordinator 
for the Public Arts Office of Clark County Parks & Recreation specializing in community 
outreach projects such as the ZAP Utility Box program and the Empowerment Art project. 
Ailene is also a Public Art Educator/Host for the Clark County Public Art Workshop Series 
called Full Scope. Ailene volunteers hours weekly as a Sculpture Shop Monitor for the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas Fine Art Department since 2018. Ailene is skilled in fiber 
art/textile art such as crochet, weaving, and hand sewing/embroidery. She also creates 
sculptures using upcycled materials and is known for her interactive art. Ailene is also 
versed in the process of black & white film photography. She uses art as therapy for her 
anxiety and stress. Her artistic goal is to create pieces that impact lives and open minds. 
Her professional goal is to help other artists find their place in the art world. 
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